A Husband’s Position in Marriage

Let’slook at a couple of pointsfrom last week.

Asl said, we all need to get out of debt. Some of you have wondered what this hasto
do with submission and the relationship between husband and wife.

In counsdling with people over the yearsasa CPA and pastor, | have found that
many of the problemsin a marriage often can be traced back to financial strife.

Another thing to note, Peter says a wife should stay with an un-believing husband. |
think hisassumption isthat the wifeis not being physically abused.

Unfortunately, in our society today, that happens all too often.

As| said last week, lifeis moreimportant than marriage. In any abuse case the wife
needsto get out if necessary to protect her self and the children.

There are places of refuge that can be found.

Please understand, | am not suggesting divor ce. Every effort should be made to
reconcile the situation if possible.

The Torah isvery specificin those areas and Y ahshua was even more dogmatic in
that divorce should be avoided.

A woman who has endured an abusive marriage needs to seek spiritual guidance
before making any long-term decisions.

However, that is not the subject of this sermon.

One of the things we noticed last week aswe ended our study was that Peter seems
to spend much more time addressing the women than he does the men.

Six versesfor the women and only one for the men.

Of coursethisisnot that Peter was picking on the women.

In fact, as we saw last week, because of the condition of the world and its attitude
toward women at that time, Peter felt it necessary to spend a little extratime

encour aging women to fulfill their role in the marriage relationship.

And before | move on to the men thismorning | want to take just a few minutesto
make sure we under stand how women areto be viewed in thisrelationship.



Theidea that women are to be these muffled wall-flowerswho aren't allowed to
speak unless spoken toisNoOt what Peter intends when speaking of being submissive
to their husbands.

Thewhole idea of being submissivein our text hasto do with thewife'srolein that
marriage.

Her roleisto compliment her husband and help him fulfill his ministry as husband
and father.

Theidea of being submissiveis simply an acknowledgment that Yahweh has given
the husband the final authority in that relationship and that the wife needsto
submit to that authority before Y ahweh.

Even if shefeelsin her heart that heiswrong.

Thisdoes not mean that she hasno input or that she doesn't have any authority or
responsibility in that relationship.

For those of you who work at a job where you have a boss, you may have to submit
to hisor her authority, but if that bossis half-way smart he will delegate some of the
responsibilities so that the task is spread out and given to people who are much
mor e able to accomplish the task.

Authority is not necessarily the equivalent to doing everything, as much asit isthe
responsibility to make sure everything gets done, because that responsibility falls
ultimately on one set of shoulders.

It'sthesamein amarriage.

The husband may be responsible before Yahweh for all that isto be accomplished in
that marriage, but thereis no way a husband can do it all.

Thisisonereason Adam was given a help-mate in Havah.
She was given to Adam to help him.

She wasto submit to hisauthority, but she was certainly to give input into that
relationship as Yahweh gave her talents and abilities.

| believe our culture hasgonein two different directions to confuse theroles of man
and woman in marriage.

On the one hand there has been the attitude of keeping the wife bar efoot and
pregnant which isjust a derogatory way of suggesting that she needsto be put in
her place, which isin the house under lock and key.



In reaction to that unbiblical view we have the other extreme which saysthe only
way a woman will ever be fulfilled isto put her shoes on and get out of the house.

And by that is meant, she needsto find a career which allows her to use her talents
and not be burdened down with a slobbering husband who has morein common
with the T.V. than he does with her.

And of course since a career isthe most important thing, if the unspeakable should
happen and she becomes pregnant then she must do everything possible to get that
child into the hands of someone else during the day so she can resume her first
responsibility, which isto hersalf.

Now, | understand that there ar e cases where women have to be out of the home as
someone else watches the children, especially caseswhereit'sa single parent home.

But what has happened in many cases, but not all, isthat in two parent homesthe
mom hastaken a career so that thelife-style they Want can be maintained.

And so it's not always a matter of necessity.
But that doesn't mean mom can't be working outside the home.

But the way Yahweh has designed the family, mom is very important to her
husband and to the children and neither should be neglected for the sake of a

career.

But that doesn't mean they can't work in harmony.

All of you here are familiar with the Proverbs 31 woman.

This woman of Yahweh is no wall-flower.

Shetakes care of her family in a way that is similar to running a business.

She plans everything out with the express purpose of helping her husband and
bringing him honor aswell astaking care of her children.

She'san entrepreneur.

She buysreal estate, and from her earnings she plantsa vineyard.
She's also compassionate to those in her community.

She extends her handsto the poor and the needy.

She clothes her children and she looks well to the ways of her household.



She's busier than most women today want to be.

But the point is not that women clone themsealves after thiswoman, but that women
arevital to their family and husband and that when sheis sold out to wanting to
serve Yahweh in that capacity she will have the strength and joy to fulfill her
ministry.

And notice the acceptance shereceives. PRO 31:28 " Her children arise and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:

29 " Many women do nable things, but you surpassthem all."

30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears Yahweh isto
be praised.

31 Give her thereward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city
gate."

He's not intimidated by his wife, but he trustsher and gives her a great deal of
responsibility because he knowsthat she does it to please Yahweh, and in the
processit pleases him and makes him proud.

Thisisthe kind of submission that Yahweh desires.

A submission that isnot under compulsion, but is enjoyed because she delightsin
pleasing her husband and family and in turn the husband let's her run with it.

But thisisthe message to husbands.

If you areto enable your wifeto fulfill her ministry to you and the family, don't
squash her spirit by trying to dominate in areas where Yahweh wants her to soar.

Do everything to help her grow in her relationship to Yeshua and her relationship to
you will grow and bloom as well.

But you must understand her and be sensitive to her needs and then meet those
needs.

LET'SLOOK AT FIRST PETER 3.7

This is what Peter says in our text. 1PE 3:7 " Husbands, in the same way be|
consider ate as you live withyour wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker|
partner and as heirs withyou of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder]
your prayers."|

Short and to the point.

Most guyslikeit that way.



Just give me the factsand don't dressit up with a lot of words.

Let'stakealook at thisverse. " Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you
live with your wives..."

The NIV misses some of what is being conveyed in the Greek language here.

The Greek could be literally trandated " dwelling with them according to
knowledge."

a. Dwell with them: A godly husband abides with his wife.

b. Hedoesn't merely share a house, but hetruly liveswith her.

c. Herecognizes the great point of Paul’s teaching on marriage in
Ephesians 5: that husbands ought to love their own wives as their own
bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself (Ephesians 5:28).

d. The godly husband understands the essential unity Yahweh has
established between husband and wife.

The NAS comes close to thiswhen it says, " live with your wivesin an under standing
way."

A husband must take the time to understand his wife.
Be knowledgeable of what she needs to be the wife Y ahweh wants her to be.

And an essential ingredient to thisisto have a knowledge of Yahweh's word
regarding both your role and hers.

b. With understanding: A godly husband undertakes the important
job of understanding his wife.

By knowing her well, heis able to demonstrate hislove for her far
mor e effectively.

i When a husband has this under standing, Y ahweh
directs him to useit, to dwell with his wife with
under standing.

il. Heis supposed to take hisunder standing and apply it in
daily life with his wife.

ii. Thisiswhere many men have trouble following
through.

V. They may have under standing about their wives, but
they don’t useit asthey dwell with them



Only as you begin to understand her true Yahwehgiven role will you be able to
effectively minister to her and be thoughtful enough to meet her needs.

And as you under stand how they fit into Yahweh's scheme of things you will be, as
the NIV suggests, mor e consider ate of them.

William Barclay givesthisinsight. " The cruelty which is hardest to bear is often not
deliberate but the product of sheer thoughtlessness.”

Peter then addsthe idea of treating them with respect asthe weaker partner,
whereas the NAS and the NKJV usestheterm weaker vessel, since sheisawoman."

c. Giving honor: A godly husband knows how to make his wife feel honored.

Though she submitsto him, hetakes carethat she does not feel like sheisan
employee or under a dictator.

I In giving honor to the wife, the word in the ancient
Greek languagefor thewife isarareword, meaning

moreliterally “the feminine one.”

It suggeststhat the woman’s feminine nature should
prompt the husband to honor her.

ii. Thiswasaradical teachingin the world Peter lived in.

In that ancient culture, a husband had absolute rights
over hiswife, and the wife had virtually norightsin the
marriage.

In the Roman world, if a man caught hiswifein an act
of adultery, he could kill her on the spot.

But if a wife caught her husband, she could do nothing
against him.

All the duties and obligations in marriage were put on
the wife.

Peter’sradical teachingisthat thehusband has
Y ahweh-ordained duties and obligations toward his wife.

Theterm “weaker vessel” isnot a derogatory slur.
It'ssimply an acknowledgment of thetruth.
Now by weaker, Peter suggests that physically sheis not the equivalent to a man.

In this context, weaker speaks of the woman’srelative physical
weakness in comparison to men.



Men aren’t necessarily stronger spiritually than women, but they
are generally stronger physically.

As Peter brought in the idea of the woman’s feminine natur e with
the wordsthe wife, he continues in appreciating the feminine nature
and how a husband should respond to it.

i. Therefore, a godly husband recognizes whatever
limitations his wife has physically, and he does not
expect more from her than is appropriate.

The militant women's movement for years has made the assumption that women are
not weaker to men in any way.

But here Peter is saying that the differences between a man and a woman need to be
taken into consideration, not for exploiting her but in helping her.

Suggesting that sheisthe“weaker" vessel also carrieswith it theidea that both
vessels are weak and frail in thisworld.

Shejust happensto bethe weaker of the two.

But there's another aspect of weakness which should be pointed out and Peter has
implied thisin the context in verse 6.

Sheisweaker in authority and so sheis much more vulnerable to the misuse of that
authority by the husband, which iswhy the husband should be vigilant in being
consider ate of his wife and her needs asthe weaker vessdl.

But whether a weak or strong vessel, theterm vessels carries with it theidea of tools
to be used for specific reasons.

And both vesselsin a marriage relationship areto be used in the way Yahweh
intended to bring glory to Himself in that relationship astheir relationship with
Him grows.

Sheisavessel of honor and heis a vessel of honor and both areto see each other in
that light.

Peter then brings an important part of the spiritual aspect of thisreationship into
view.

" Sheisan heir with you of the gracious gift of life... "

Keep in mind what we saw last week asit related to how men saw women in the
first century, and how many culturestoday see women as lessthan men in value.



Cultural norms may have relegated women to second class citizens, but not Yahweh.
They too are ableto sharein the same eternal inheritance in Yeshua as men.

It was customary even among Jewsin thefirst century to view women aslessin this
spiritual arena.

Only men wer e allowed to participate in certain religious rituals wher eas women
could only view them from afar.

It carriesover even today.

Some men have confused their role with their standing before Yahweh and think
women should wor ship them.

It'struethat in the Assembly some men have a certain role in leader ship.

But thisdoes not preclude that women ar e second-class citizens within the Assembly
anymor e than they are second class citizensin the home.

Y ahweh sees both as precious and beautiful in His sight asthey both share equally
in the blessings of their salvation.

It'swhen men think they are better than women simply because they are different
that trouble starts and a haughty spirit rearsits ugly head.

Peter says, " grant her honor as a fellow-heir of the grace of life."

We areto respect our wives, but like the woman in Proverbsthe husband isto give
honor for all to see asheliftsher up in away that showsthat sheisa very special
vessdl to him in that marriage.

e. Heirstogether: A godly husband realizesthat his spouse is not
only hiswife, but hissister in Yeshua.

Part of their inheritance in Yahweh isonly realized in their
oneness as husband and wife.

Even though men have been given great authority within
marriage, their wives are still equal to them in spiritual
privilege and eternal importance: they are‘joint hers.’

And you guys will find that asyou honor your wivesin private, aswell asin
public, her desireto submit to your authority will be as natural as'Y ahweh intended
it to be, because she will want to please you and in doing so she will please Yahweh.




Paul also talks of thisrelationship in marriage and he too has something to say to
the husbands.

EPH 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Y eshua loved the Assembly and gave
himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water
through theword, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant Assembly, without
stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives astheir own bodies. He who
loves hiswife loves himself.

29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and caresfor it, just as

Y eshua does the Assembly - 30 for we are members of his body.

31" For thisreason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and the two will become one flesh.” + Gen. 2:24 +

32 Thisisa profound mystery - but | am talking about Yeshua and the Assembly.
33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.”

Since wives arejoint-heirs of the Kingdom of Yahweh, then a Believer’s
marriageis spiritual in nature and must be nurtured spiritually.

Not only are men to live with their wives according to knowledge, they are also to
promote the spiritual well-being of their wivesby taking the lead asthe spiritual
head.

Paul starts off by saying that husbands areto love their wives even as Y eshua loved
the Assembly.

| don't know about you but that sounds alot likegiving everything for the sake of
your mate whom you love.

In Paul's description of marriage he bringsin a very interesting analogy. In fact he
givesusthereal picture of what marriageisto represent.

EPH 5:32 " Thisisa profound mystery - but | am talking about Yeshua and the
Assembly.

33 However, each one of you also must love hiswife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.”

Marriageisan intimate union wher e the two become one asthey are living with one
common direction now instead of two separ ate dir ections.

Aswe have become united to Yeshua by faith and are to be loving Him with all of
our hearts, souls and minds, we are to be united to our mates and loving them in a
way that reflectsthe love we should have first and foremost for our Elohim.



The problem that both men and women face in a marriage relationship, or any
relationship we have with other peoplein thisworld, isthat we all have a tendency
to be selfish and self-centered.

Thisisasinful attitude.

Because of this, the kind of ideal relationship which Yahweh speaks of and wants us
to enjoy in Yeshua is often missed because one or both parties are mor e concer ned
with self than in wanting to be loving servants for one another.

The picture Paul givesisthat if we'rewilling to lay our lives down for each other
and accomplish the task Yahweh has given us, then that relationship can be used to
accomplish far reaching goals which extend far beyond the immediate family.

And in the process Yahweh isglorified asHeis seen working in the lives of husband
and wife asthey both submit to Him.

Peter doesn't use the word submission with the husband because in hisrole the
husband doesn't submit to his wife's authority because that has been given to him.

But it must beimplied, as we read the whole counsel of Yahweh'sword, that the
husband must be submitting to his head who is Yeshua.

1CO 11:3 " Now | want you to realize that the head of every man is Yeshua, and the
head of the woman is man, and the head of Yeshuais Y ahweh."

If a husband is not loving his wife as he ought then heis not submitting to Yesnhua;
heisin fact misusing his authority and not honoring hiswife as a joint-heir of
Y ahweh's Kingdom.

And when thisis happening the husband runstherisk of having his prayers
hindered.

Thisisan interesting thing. What doesit mean to have your prayers hindered?
Well, whatever it meansit certainly has a negative connotation.

f. Thefailureto live asa godly husband has spiritual consequences.
It can and it will hinder prayer.

i Some have thought that Peter hasin mind herethe
prayers that husbands and wives pray together.

ii. But since he addr esses husbands only, and because says
your prayers, heisreferring to the prayersof husbands.
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And it'sthe direct result of not honoring your wife as a fellow-heir and dealing with
her in an under standing way as with a weaker vessel.

Thisis Peter's point.
And he is emphasizing that it has some effects that are spiritual in nature.

Whenever wetalk about prayer it isassumed we're talking about communication
with our Elohim.

Peter is saying that wrong behavior toward your wife, and the principle will
certainly apply to other areas of life aswell, will effect your fellowship with Yahweh.

Thisis something the enemy would try to do to thwart normal communications
between you and Y ahweh.

But it's because of sin on the person‘spart that bringsthis about.

Thisisthe problem with alot of people.

Selfishness will get in the way of seeking Y ahweh's will.

Yahweh will not listen to “ selfish prayer” unless He desiresto use even our_own

rebeliouswillsto Hisglory, asHe did with | srael when they prayed for an earthly
Kinginstead of trusting the King of kings for their leader ship.

Their prayer was answer ed, but it was in the form of discipline instead of the
blessing they could have received if they had sought Hiswill in thematter and then
obeyed Hiswill.

Peter impliesthe samething here.

In fact two thingsareimplied.

1) Natural outcomesfor disobedience and

2) the supernatural outcomes for disobedience.

Let'slook at thefirst.

When we are not seeking Yahweh'sway and walking in Yahweh's way, asin the
case of the husband and wife, as the husband is not honoring her, thereisa natural

outcome which follows.

Hisdesireto pray to Yahweh beginsto diminish.
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Thereseemsto beabarrier, kind of like that feeling where your prayersare hitting
the ceiling and bouncing back.

Another thingisthat prayer isspiritual in nature and when you're rebelling against
Y ahweh your spiritual desires become weak until you're willing to repent.

The desireto pray humbly is hindered.

Another natural outworking isthat the ability for the husband to pray with hiswife
islimited, especially when the wife feels the husband is mistreating her.

Sheisnot going to want to come together with, what she feelsto be a hypocritical
encounter towards Yahweh, with her husband.

When we have people problems that we play a part in creating, it's indicative that
we are having a Y ahweh problem where we are not living according to Hiswill and
submitting humbly before His presence.

But there's a second and related supernatural consequence to having our prayers
hindered when sin is placed before love.

....S0 concerned is Yahweh that Believing husbandslivein an under standing and
loving way with their wives, that He interrupts hisrelationship with them when they
are not doing so.

No Believing husband should presume to think that any spiritual good will be
accomplished by hislife without an effective ministry of prayer....

....And no husband may expect an effective prayer life unless he liveswith hiswifein
an under standing way, bestowing honor on her.

To taketimeto develop and maintain a good marriageisYahweh'swill; it isserving
Yahweh; it isa spiritual activity pleasing in His sight.”

Of coursethisisnot limited to husbands.

Wives, singles, husbands, people of all sorts need to under stand the importance of
humbling themselves before Y ahweh and obeying Him accor ding to His word.

AsYa Acov sayslet's not be hearersonly of the word who deceive our selves, but
let's be doers of the word.

But you know, the beauty of how our heavenly Father loves us, even in discipline, is
to drive usback into Hisloving arms.
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That'swhat He wants; for usto come running back and confess that we've messed
up and trust that He forgives.

| don't knowabout you but I'm very thankful for Yahweh's grace and for giveness
when | messup and | stand on Hispromiseas| find it in 1IJOHN 2:1" My dear
children, I writethisto you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
one who speaksto theFather in our defense- Messiah Y eshua, the Righteous One.

2 Heistheatoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for oursbut also for the sins
of the wholeworld."

He may haveto get our attention periodically so that we'll flee back to Him, but as
His children, the sheep of His pasture, He will never leave or forsake usand He will
do everything to make sure our relationship with Him will grow and that in the
process our appreciation and thanks will grow aswell.

It all comes down to trusting that He is a Yahweh, who not only will take
care of us here, but has every intention of bringing usto be with Him forever.

May we never think we've arrived when it comesto growing in the grace and
knowledge of our Messiah and Savior Yeshua.

B. Godlinessin suffering.
1. (8-9) A plea for unity and love among Y ahweh’s people.

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one
another; love as brothers, be tender hearted, be courteous; not
returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on thecontrary
blessing, knowing that you wer e called to this, that you may
inherit a blessing.

a. Beof onemind: Most of us are willing to have one mind, as long as
that one mind is my mind!

But the one mind isto bethe mind of Yeshua (1 Corinthians 2:16).
Our common mind isto be Yeshua’ mind.
I This command brings us back to the need to know
Y ahweh'sword.
ii. We can’t be of one mind, the mind of Yeshua, if we
don’t know what Hismind is.
iii. Theword of Yahweh shows usthe mind of Yeshua.

b. Beof one mind speaksto the essential unity of Yahweh'’s people.
We are one; but we are not all the same.
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c. Whilewe should all be of one mind, we can’t expect everyone to be
like us.
d. Yahweh has built both unity and diversity among His people.

I Every cell of your body is different, and each one hasits
roleto play.
But every cell in your body hasthe same DNA
code written in it, the master plan for the whole
body.
Every cell in your body has the same “mind.”

ii. We could say that Believersareto belikea choir.

Each one singswith their own voice, and some sing
different parts, but everyone singsto the same music and in
harmony with one another.

c. Having compassion . . . tenderhearted . . . courteous: Peter
describes the kind of warm love that should be among the people of
Y ahweh.

We should be compassionate, brotherly, tenderhearted and even
polite.

Believers should treat each other with love!

i Remember that this was the measure Y eshua gaveto
the world to identify Histrue disciples: By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another (John 13:35).

. Y eshua did not command us to like our brothersand
sistersin Yeshua.

iii. But we arecommanded to love them, and once we start
loving them, we will start liking them.

e. Not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the
contrary blessing: The greatest challengeto our love for others
comes when we are wronged.

At those times, we are called to not return evil for evil, but to givea
blessing instead.

i. No dispute, argument, or personality conflict among
believersshould linger. Even if one Believer gets out of line,
theloving response of other Believers should keep the problem
small and short-lived.
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iii. The natural response to hostility isretaliation.

iv. Thisiswhat theterrible ethnic conflicts all over the
world areall about - one group wrongs another, and
dedicatestherest of its existence to repaying that
wrong.

V. Only the love of Yeshua for our enemies can break that
terriblecycle.

Y eshua reminded usthat it isno great credit if we love those
who love usin return; the real test of loveisto demonstrate
compassion to our_enemies (Matthew 5:44-47).

f. That you may inherit a blessng: We love one another, but not only
for the sake of Yeshua, whose body we are members of.

g. Weloveoneanother, but not only for the sake of our brother or
sister for whom Y eshua died.

h. Wealsoloveoneanother for our own sake - by blessing those who
have wronged us, we will inherit a blessing.

i. Ifyou can't lovefor the sake of Yeshua, or for the sake of your
brother, then do it for your own sake!

Stay humble and stay closeto Yeshua.

Hewill stay close to you.
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