What is the T orah?

T orahiswhatis commonlg referred to in the New | estament as “the law”.

The law is a unit of 613 commandments given by Yahweh through Moses to the
Pcoplc of |srael. | eviticus 26:46 states

“T hese are the laws, rulings and tcachings that (God himscl{:gavc to the
PcoPle of |srael on Mount Sinai tl’xrough Moses.”
T he word | orah means much more than law, which implics a harsh system of ]cga]ism
in todag’s western mindset. | orah comes from the [ebrew word 3aralﬁ which means to
direct, instruct, teach, throw, or cast (1). |t was intended to teach and instruct the
People of lsrael in Yahweh’s ways. As the aPost]e Faul told Timothg in ZTimothy
5:16,17

« All scripturc is (3od-breathed and is valuable for tcacl'!ing the truth,
convicting of sin, correcting faults and training in right living; thus everyone who
belongs to God may be Fu”g equiPPecl for every good work.”
I’c is imPor’cant to note that the “New Testament” was not even ComPleted at this time
and would not be canonized as “scriPture” for another 2 centuries. So what scriPturc
was [aul rchrring to? | he Old T estament, of course, which Paul was a master of,
being trained all his life as a Pharisee.

The commandments of the Toral‘: are contained in the first five books of the
Biblc: (ienesis, Exodus, | eviticus, Numbcrs, and Deutcronomg. Maﬂg Clﬁristians
view the law as the moral law, the civil !aw, and the ceremonial law and believe we still
have the moral Par’c of the law, but the other Par’cs were “done away with?”. Or that
Jesus,/Yahshua fulfilled them. |n the [Hebrew mindset, thouglﬁ, the ] orah has a]wags
been considered one unit. |_et’s take a look at what Yahshua actua”g said about the
]aw, or Torah in Matthew 5:17-20

“Don’t think that | have come to abolish the | awor the Frophets. | have not
come to abolish but to fulfill. Yes indeed! | tell you that until heaven and earth pass
away, not so much as a_jot or tittle will pass from the law until every thing that must
l‘\aPPen has l’xaPPcned. 50 whoever disobegs the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of [Heaven. But whoever
obeys them and teaches others to do so will be called greatin the Kingclom of
Heaven. For| tell you that unless your righteousness is fargreater than that of the
Scribes and Pharisees, you will cer‘tainlg not enter the Kingdom of Heaven!



Mang believers who read this respond that he was ’calking to the Jews and not to the
genti]es, implying that Yahweh has a scparate standard for the “church” than he does
for the chs. Matthew is thought to be the earliest written of the Fourgospcls. So,
now let’s look at one of Paul’s final epist]es, or letters, to the Romans which was
obvious]3 directed at gentile believers. Komans 3: %1 states Plainlg

“«So then do we make void the | aw tl'irough our faith? [eaven forbid! Rather,
we establish it.”

The tlﬁeologg that the “church” has different guide]ines inlife is clearly afalse
teaching. ]n Fact, the church, to 17 centurg believers, was the Greek word ecclesia
which means asscmljlg or congregation (Z) [t does not angw}‘vcre in its meaning implg a
sPechCic nationalitﬁ, ethnic background, citizens}‘nip) or religious affiliation. ]n Faul’s
view the “ecclesia” was neitherjew nor Gentile, but all were one bodg in the Messiah.
[n his cPist]c to the E_Plﬂcsians 2:11-1% he states:

“Tl’leregore remember 3our{:orﬂ” state: you Gcntiles by birth — called the
Uncircumcisccl bg those who, mcrclg because of an oPcratior\ on their flesh, are called
the Circumcised ~ at that time had no Messiah. You were estranged from the
commonwealth of ]srael. You were Foreigncrs to the covenants cmboclging Gocl’s
Promisc. You were in this world without hoPc and without (God. Put now, you who
were once far off have been brought near through the shedding of Messiahs blood. «
Also inverse 19 he says:

“50 then, you are no longcr Forcigncrs and strangers. On the contrary, you
are fellow-citizens with (God’s Pcoplc and members of (God’s Familg.”

W!no are Yahweh’s Pcoplc in this context? lsrae]. Fau] explains this process using the
analogy of an olive tree having wild branches gra]c’ced into it in Romans 11:17,18
“« And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, bcing a wild olive tree,

were gramcted in among them, and with them became a Partaker of the root and fatness
of the olive tree, do not boast against the branches. Put i{:you do boast, remember
that you do not suPPort the root, but the root suPPorts 3ou.”

Now that we understand that all believers were considered the assemblies of
the Messiah, and part of the commonwealth of ]sracll we migh’c find it easier to relate
to the “O!cl Tes’cament”. The Torah was not the laws of the Jews; they were the
laws of Yahweh, and theg weren’t done away with bg Yahshua or [aul. lxcgou still are
unconvinced let’s take a look at a third witness. James. James 2: 17 says

«T hus also faith }33 itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”



Let me rephrase this for you into a Hebraic mindset: (srace without the Law is dead.
Let me exPound further: Sa]vation without Obedience to Yahwch’s commandments
is useless. Bcttcrgct, let’s let Yahshua say it [is own way. Jn Matthew 721 [He
says:

“Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingclom of
Heaven, but he who does the will of my Fatherin heaven. Mang will say to me in that

clag, | ord, | ord, have we not Prophcsiccl in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name? Ancl then l will declare to ’chcm, ‘] never
knew you; dePart from Me, you who Practice lawlessnessP”

Tlﬂc excuse that Christian thco!ogians use to say that the law is done away
with comes from a misunderstanding of what the Torah is. The Torah was never, is
not, and will never be a means of salvation. ]t was not designed for that purpose. ]t was
alwags meant to be couplcd with faith. Neither the law ]33 itself or faith bg itself will
save you. Onlg in recent Rabbinical Judaism has the ] orah been Perverted into a
means of salvation gus’c as Christianitg has done with faith alone). Rabbinica! Judaism
is based more upon the Mishnah and | almud which are commentaries bg rabbis on
the T orah. As in the “church” some of their intcrpre’cations are incorrect. On a side
note: if all Christian interPretation was God~inspired we wouldn’t have a thousand
denominations. So,Jus’c because a pastor, Tclcvangclis‘c, or bible co”cgc Prochsor
said so does not mean it’s accurate, or true (likewise, whatever | say should be studied
for 3ourselmc). Back to the toPic, the Torah was designed to do a number of things. l’c
was put n Place to show what sinis. 1_John 2.4 says

“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.”

]n other words sin is a transgression of the commandments contained in the Toralﬁ,
which was given }33 Yahweh to lsrael, of which you have been made one with through
the blood shed }39 the messiah on the cross, according to Fau!.

The Torah was also there to Point to the Messian There are over 300
Prophecies in the “O!d Tcstament” about Yahshua and not all of them have been
fulfilled. So, if someone tries to tell you when Yahshua died on the cross and said “|t
is finished” (Jol'm 19:30) that [1e meant the “Old T estament” was done away with; at
that Point theg arejust ignorant of the scriPtures in their entiretg‘ The Prophccies
that concern his coming as a reigning King (whichis yet to come) were in the “Old
T estament”. | he Peop]e of |srael were so looking forward to this advent of the
Messiah that t}meg missed the fact that the scriptures also say that the Messiah would



first come as a sugering servant and remove the sin from the [Jouse of ]srael (]saial'\
5§/Ezel<iel 36). And there are many other Prophecies concerning, end-time events
that have yet to happcn that come from the “O]d Tcstamcnt”. Hcrc are some to look
up )Corgoursclmcz

Jeremiah 31, Eze‘(ie] 37, Zechariah i4. Just to name a few.

Another aspect of the Torah was its teachings and instructions. The shall
and shall nots. ] he qucs’cion you must first ask 5ourscl1C before we go any further is:
Would Go& tell you to do something over and over krwowing you couldn’t do it and
Punish you for not cloing what he knew you couldr’t do. NO’ Deu’ceronomg 27:26
says

A curse on anyone who does not confirm the words of this torah bg Puttir\g

them into Practicc”’

. All the Pcoplc are to say, ‘Amcr\’.”
(God is not sadistic and cruel. Yet this is cxact]9 what Christianitg teaches about the
law: The messiah came to free you from the burden of the law because you could
never keep all those commandments. This is b]atantlg against scriPture andis alie
from the very father of lics, Satan, who alwags contradicts (God’s word. [Tor the
Msags in Dcutcronomy 30:1i-14

“For this command which | am giving you toclay is not too hard Forgou, it is not
begonc‘ your reach....On the contrary, the word is very close to you —in your moutlﬁ,
even in your heart; therefore you can do it
Yahweh told ]srael to obey his commandments over 20 times in the book of | eviticus,
and over 52 times in Deuteronomyl l have the verses underlined in my Bible hcgou
would like to look them up; | will be glad to Providc every one of them. Does it sound
to you like (God wants His People to be obedient? l believe [e does.

The Torah carries two sides to its commandments. Tl’lis is shown in the verses
of Dcutcronomy 30:15-20

“| ookl]am Prcsentinggou toclay with, on the one hand, life and gooc]; and on
the other, death and evil — in that | am orclcring you todag to love Yahwch your God,
to follow his ways, and to obeg his commanclments, regulations, and rulings;
..(19)T herefore, choose life, so that you will live, you and your descendants, loving
Yahwch your God, Paging, attention to what he says and clir\ging to him —for that is
the purpose omcgour [ifer
T he commands of | orah are life and death, blessing and cursing, goocl and evil. T he
breaking of Yahweh’s commands Produces death, cursing, and evil. This is the “Jaw”



that the Mcssia% freed us from: the law (Principle> of sin and death which Fau]
understood and taught in Romans 6:2%

“Forthe wages of sin is death, but the gi& of God s eternal life in Messiah
Yahshua our Lorcl.”

TI"IC word used for law in the New | estament is nomio which can mean Torah, or
laws of the New ] estament, or]cigurativelg as a Principle (5) We are still exPectecl to
kecp Yahweh’s commandments after we are saved, but if we do sin; we have a covering
in the sacrifice of Yahslﬁua. We have Forgiveness and not Pum’shment= death, cursing,
and evil. 1_John2:3-5 says

“Now by this we know that we know [im, if we keeP His commandments. e
who says, “| know [1im,” and does not kccp [His commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him. But whoever kccps His word, trulg the love of (God is Pchcctccl in him.
Bg this we know that we are in [Jim.”

Wl’lat word would Jo}m, a first century ch, be talking about? | et me remind you
again that the “New T estament” was still not comP]etecl nor considered scriPture) at
this Point, }35 anyone. Also note that _John was not ta”(ing aboutjust anyone’s words
but (od’s word. Thc commands given by Yahshua where still (God’s word as he onlg
sPoke what [is [Father instructed him to say, and as we saw in Matthew 5, Yahsua
didn't do away with the | aw, or the Frophets. [He fulfilled them. This means [ Je
completecl its purpose. T he word for fulfill is Pleroow which means “to make full, to fill,
or to fill uP” like Fi“ing ajar of water. ]’c can also mean “to make comPlete in every
Par‘cicular way, to render PerFect.”("r) The “New | estament” is what Judaism is
suPPosed to become. T rust in (God to redeem us from our sins, not redeem us while
we sin. Salvation isjus’c the beginning and it comes from faith in Yahshua and
rePentance from “our” ways, sin, and turning towards “His” ways, torah. Tl’n’s is the
purpose, the meaning of ourlife! Tru]g Yahwch is | ove, Mercg, Fatience, and
Kin&ness to save us from a life of sin, through the sacrifice of Yahshua, and renew a
riglﬁt sPirit in us, t}wrough the baptism of the Holg SPirit, SO we can C]ing to [Tim.
chrews 8:10 shows cxactlg what the “new covenant” should be.

“Forthis is the covenant that | will make with the [House of |srael after those
dags,’ says Y ahweh: § will put my | _aw/T orah in their minds and write it on their
hearts; | will be their (God and theg will be my People.”(j)

Notice that he didnt say he would make the covenant with the “church? but with the

House of ]srae]. The scriPture never evermentions a seParate covenant with the



Jews and with the (Gentiles. |n fact this process of writing the laws on our hearts is
called the circumcision of the hear‘cJ of which Faul says in Romans 2:28,29

“Forheisnota Jew who is one outwardlg, noris circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwarc”g; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the SPirit, not in the letter; whose Praisc is not from men but from (God.”
(6)

So, guess what? ]Fgou are in the New Covcnant and your heartis
circumcised, in Faul’s eyes, you are a true Jew. So, if Faul considered believers as
citizens of ]srae], true Jews, and no longer considered new believers as Genti]es;
where’s the room for Gcnti]c rcP]acement tlﬁco]ogg? The m is: ]t is a false doctrine
caused by the rising anti-Semitism and integration of Paganism in the ear]g roman-
catholic Church, and the failure of the Frotestant Kelcormatiorw to purge these things
from the “ecclesia”. As the Messiah said to a group of Fharisees in Matthew i 5:6-9

«_.thus you have made the commandment of Gocl of no effect }33 your
tradition. ngocritcsl Well did |saiah Prophcsg about you, saying: ‘Thcsc Pcoplc
draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor me with their liPs, But their heart is far
from Me. And in vain tl‘ncg worshiP Me, ’ceaching as doctrines the commandments of

men” (7)
Tl’xc Particu]ar tl'lco]ogg that the “church” rcplaccd ]srae] is called

Dispensationalism, and was invented almost 200 years ago bg a man named John
Nelson Darbg. As ] have shown through the words of the apos’cles, the Messiah, and
(God himse]]c, this is a sad misinterpretation of scriPture. Christians were alwags meant
to follow all of (God'’s teaching and instructions: | he | orah. | here is still much to
exPound upon about the Toralw) and many scriPtures to be reconciled and Pu’c back in
their proper context. ]t would take a book to do that ]arge of a s’cudg, however, S0 ]
stronglg encourage everyone to stuclg these things for your self and look up cach of
the verses l have quote& in their context. May Yahweh bless us all with the revelation
and wisdom to come out of “Babglon” (Paganism> and back to [is word.... A” of it!
B’Shem Yahshua f"laMoshiach, Amen.

In the name of Jesus, let it be so.



